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     FBC will host the second annual Youth Choir 

Festival on March 19th at 4:30 PM in our Sanctuary. 

The YCF is composed of youth choirs from FBC, 

Trinity on the Hill, First Presbyterian Church, and The 

Augusta Youth Chorale. Directors Leigh Fleury, Ryan 

Heritage, Kevin Pollock, and Stan Pylant will lead the 

ensemble of over 100 youth that evening. Complete 

with orchestra, it will be an evening full of music and 

celebration. Please plan to join us as we celebrate 

music while encouraging our younger generations to 

keep worshiping God with their gifts.

     On Sunday, February 5, around 300 people  

gathered in our Fellowship Hall for our Chili Cookoff 

youth ministry fundraiser event. We had a great 

evening spending time together as a community of 

faith while enjoying some delicious chilis, competing 

for cakes, and supporting our incredible students.

     All in all, we raised $17,480 for our student 

ministry! Incredible! When I reflect on this number, 

I’m filled with joy and gratitude! The truth is that I’m 

grateful for any contribution we receive not only of 

monetary value, but also with people’s time and 

efforts. This family of faith is made up of people who 

are generous with each of these things and so much 

more. As a still relatively new person to this church, 

this event opened my eyes to this generosity and 

allowed me to see the joy that comes when we are 

gathered together. I am incredibly thankful for all of 

the ways you support our students, and this event 

was no exception! Thank you!

     The money raised through the Chili Cookoff will 

contribute to making our vision for our student 

ministry come to life. It’s no secret that COVID 

impacted a multitude of businesses including 

missions agency, retreat centers, and camps. With 

costs for trips and events increasing post-COVID, 

paying for these trips can easily become a burden 

for families. My desire is for every student to have an 

opportunity to participate in the work we feel that 

God has called us to do through our student 

ministry. Whether it’s through a mission trip to 

Honduras or singing on a choir trip, we want to 

provide opportunities for our students to connect 

with God and with one another. Your contributions 

provide us with funds to help make these trips more 

As of January 31, 2023, tithes, offerings, and other 

gifts totaled $233,036 against a budget of $249,702.

Our expenses through January were well-managed at 

$225,437 resulting in a net operating total of

$7,599 for the month. Thanks for your financial 

support of our ministries!

Please visit us at DiscoverFBC.org/give to learn about 

the various ways to financially support the on-going 

ministries and mission activities of the church.
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The final day to register for FBC children’s ministries 

spring getaway is March 6th.  We are so excited our 

elementary aged children will have the opportunity to 

connect with a parent and grow in their faith while 

having fun with all their church friends at Riverbanks 

Zoo!  We have been helping the children develop their 

own time with the Lord this semester on Wednesday 

nights and are excited to celebrate their 

accomplishments at the zoo!  Check the children's 

page to register.  Preschool and Children’s ministries 

both have so many exciting things coming up so be 

sure to mark your calendars with all our exciting 

upcoming events.

SAVE THE DATES

Children’s Getaway - Riverbanks Zoo
MARCH 24 & 25
Join us as we getaway to the zoo and focus on 
connecting with God, our parents and each other

Celebrate with us: Palm Sunday and Easter services
APRIL 2 & 9
Students in K-5 will attend worship with their families 
at 9 or 11AM. Preschool classes will take place as usual. 
Sunday School will be offered in the Children’s 
Worship space at 10AM.

Stu�ed Animal Sleepover
APRIL 15
Preschoolers and their families are invited to join us 
from 5-7PM in the Fellowship Hall. We will enjoy 
dinner, story time and other fun activities with your 
special stuffed animal. Our stuffed friends will then 
spend the night at church and be picked up the next 
morning.

SUMMER FUN
Vacation Bible School
JUNE 5-9
Completed K3-5th Grade

Camp Kid Jam
JUNE 15-19
Completed 3rd-5th Grade

To register for all events contact 
Lgaley@fbcaugusta.org or call 

706-733-2236 ext. 216 
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church should be filtered through this essential value. 

In fact, I think this should be the defining value, not 

just of our church, but of every church that calls on 

the name of Christ! Very seriously, if the church is to 

have a future that is brighter than our past, then we 

must remember that our purpose is simply to 

connect people to Christ. Nothing more. Nothing 

less. 

     Over the course of March, we will steadily be 

making our way to the greatest celebration on our 

calendar, Easter Sunday! One of the best things you 

can do to prepare your hearts for Easter is to spend 

some time in the coming month asking yourself 

about a hierarchy of values. As a human being who 

has met the crucified and resurrected Christ, what is 

it that defines your life? What is the “absolute” value 

for you? 

     If you are able to think that through, then you will 

be prepared to live well in this world. 

     I just finished a new book titled Wanting: The 

Power of Mimetic Desire in Everyday Life. The author, 

Luke Burgis, is a professor at the Catholic University 

of America as well as the founder of multiple 

successful start-up companies. If you are looking for a 

good book to read as you go throughout the Lenten 

season, this one is a good place to start. While it is not 

a religious book, the overarching theme is about how 

to shape the desires in our life to help us live well as 

individuals (but also as businesses and organizations). 

While I am not going to explain the entirety of the 

book for you, in part because it is worth reading for 

yourself, there is one concept that grabbed my 

attention. 

     We all live with certain values that help us to 

navigate the world. Most of us take this for granted as 

we go throughout our lives, never really pausing to 

take time and ask the deep questions about which 

values are most important to us. This is an issue. As 

Burgis notes, “If all values are treated as equal, then 

the one that wins out- especially at a time of crisis – is 

the one that is most mimetic (aka, that conforms to 

what other people desire). It’s not enough to name 
values. They need to be ranked. When all values are 
the same, nothing is being valued at all. It is better to 
construct a mental model of your hierarchy of 
values…. Some values are absolutes. Know them. 
Name them. Defend them.”

     As I read Burgis’ book, I couldn’t help but wonder 

what a hierarchy of values would look like for us at the 

First Baptist Church of Augusta. If there was one 

reason that defined our reason for being in the world, 

what would that be? While there would certainly be a 

number of different ways people could answer that 

question, my greatest hope is that we could 

collectively state that the number one value in our 

church would be “To connect with Jesus Christ and 

this community of faith.” Everything we do in our 

Dear Church,Dear Church,

Grace and Peace,
Will Dyer, Senior Pastor

affordable for families. Your giving supports this 

vision.

     In the short time I’ve been here at First Baptist 

Augusta, I can honestly say this: we have a group 

of students who are willing and eager to 

participate in God’s kingdom work here in Augusta 

and beyond. It’s a blessing to see God working in 

each of their lives in unique ways, and because of 

that, they are developing a faith of their own. Your 

giving will provide avenues for students to 

discover God at work in their lives and in the world 

around them.

     No words seem to capture my appreciation so 

I’ll continue to simply but proudly say “Thank you.”

     Each year we celebrate the resurrection story of 

Christ that begins with Palm Sunday. This year, 

Palm Sunday will be on April 2nd and Easter will 

be on April 9th. Both Sundays will be full of music 

and powerful word as we journey with Christ to the 

tomb. Because of the Master’s, we will not hold a 

Maundy Thursday service but will have video 

presentations each day of devotions hosted by our 

staff members. There will be many opportunities 

for you to tune in and receive an inspirational 

session as the week continues. On Good Friday, 

the chapel will be open for prayer from 9AM to 

1PM. Make sure to join us on Easter Sunday as we 

celebrate the risen Lord.

MARCH 2023

MarchMarch
We are making some strategic changes in hopes of 
more of you being able to participate in our Senior 
Adult Lunches and also inviting your friends who are 
not connected with another faith community.

Our Senior Adult lunches are moving to Sunday once 
a month at 12:00 pm. We look forward to seeing you 
and your friends. Our next luncheon is on March 26 at 
12 pm in the fellowship hall.

We will begin having Lunch and Learn once a quarter. 
Our next Lunch and Learn will be on May 15 at 11:30 
in the Fellowship Hall. More information to come.

March Senior Adult Luncheon - Fellowship Hall
MARCH 26  |  12:00PM
Register either online through Secure Give or with 
Elizabeth by March 20.

State Botanical Gardens  - Athens, GA
THURSDAY MARCH 30 |  9:30AM TO 4:00PM 
Carpool only.

To register for all events contact 
echao@fbcaugusta.org or call 
706-733-2236 ext. 204

SENIOR ADULT EVENTS
Upcoming

CHILDREN’S EVENTS
Upcoming

Matt Hester,
Minister to Students

Ryan Heritage,
Minister of Music

Chili Cook Off


