
When we stop to think about how to serve families 

well in today’s world, we are bombarded with the 

chaos of schedules and commitments.  That is why I 

love the curriculum we use in First Baptist Church of 

Community is something we are all hungry for. 

Whether we admit it or not, we all have a desire to 

be known and to know others deeply. Unfortunately, 

we live in a fast-paced minute-by-minute world 

where it is easy to live life bouncing from one skin 

deep interaction to the next. True community can be 

hard to come by. There is really only one way to 

foster a genuine sense of community, and that is to 

slow down and dig-in.

As someone who has spent his entire life involved in 

creative pursuits, I can say that there is something 

very special about spending time with a group of 

folks striving together to achieve a creative work. 

Whether putting together a theatrical production, 

rehearsing band music, or singing in a choir, it is 

amazing how working together toward something 

big and beautiful brings people from all kinds of 

backgrounds closer together and fosters community 

in the truest sense. Some of my long-lasting 

relationships through the years have been with those 

with whom I’ve produced some sort of creative 

venture. 

There are two reasons that people often find 

community in the midst of creative pursuits. The first 

is that we have to come together in order to reach 

for something bigger than ourselves. We truly 
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see us add that same number every single month! I 

know I say this all the time, but it really is a great 

time to be a part of the First Baptist Church!

There are moments in the life of our community where 

we need to take some time and celebrate. I know that 

we are now two months into 2023, but I want to go 

back and celebrate the way we finished 2022. This 

was an unprecedented year for us at the First Baptist 

Church of Augusta. I say that for a few reasons. First, 

we emerged from the pandemic and resumed all of

our church activities, while managing to add a few 

new ministries in our church. There was no small 

amount of anxiety in my head as I wondered what our 

church was going to look like post-pandemic. Would 

our ministry areas still be viable? Would people still 

come back for worship? How many people were still 

going to come and visit our church? These are just a 

few of the questions that I was wondering about 

almost every day. I was hearing horror stories from so

many churches that came out of Covid with a 

congregation that barely resembled the church that 

existed prior to 2020 (and I don’t say that in a good 

way). But thanks be to God, our community gathered 

with vitality and renewed energy. Over the last twelve 

months, we have even launched new ministry 

initiatives that will help our church grow and thrive 

into the future! 

But there is a second thing I want to celebrate in this 

edition of Discovery. As I mentioned to you on 

multiple Sunday mornings, our church ended the 2022 

year in incredible financial shape! Not only did we end 

the year with a surplus, but for the first time in over 

twenty years, our church exceeded the budget with 

our financial gifts! Because of you and your 

willingness to give to our church, we have been able 

to go out into our city and do incredible things for the 

sake of the Gospel! From the bottom of my heart, I 

want to say, “Thank You!” 

I can’t wait to see where 2023 is going to take us! In 

the first month of the year, we have welcomed twelve 

new people into our community and I would love to 
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This year’s Angel Tree was a wonderful success. We 

appreciate all who gave to our local missions 

ministries. We were able to collect sleeping bags, 

food, and monetary donations that will help our 

neighbors throughout the 2023 year. I do encourage 

you to remember the green envelope fund throughout 

the year. The money collected through this fund is 

used to support our Local Missions Ministries here on 

our church campus and around Augusta. Again, thank 

you for your generous support.

 

We have exciting news to share. As of December 31, 

2022, tithes, offerings and other gifts totaled 

$3,057,365 against a budget of $3,000,005. This is 

the first time we’ve surpassed our giving budget in 20 

years. Thank you for your generosity! Your gifts make 

it possible for us to continue to share the love of Jesus 

in our city, state and around the world. Our expenses 

through December were $2,894,220 resulting in a net 

operating total of $163,145 for the year.

Please visit us at DiscoverFBC.org/give to learn about 

the various ways to financially support the on-going 

ministries and mission activities of the church.

Financial
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Jeff comes to us from Second-Ponce de Leon Baptist 

Church (SPdL) in Atlanta where he served as Church 

Administrator for the past eight and half years.  He 

was a member at Second-Ponce for 25 years prior to 

joining the staff and served faithfully

during that time.  

You might ask how one becomes a church 

administrator?  A few months prior to the former 

Church Administrator’s decision to retire from 

Second-Ponce, he approached Jeff and asked if he 

had ever considered working as a church 

administrator.  Jeff responded that he had not but was 

curious.  As he learned more about the position and 

responsibilities, Jeff realized how his previous 

experience aligned with this type of work.  

Jeff has an MBA from Georgia State and had worked 

in corporate finance as well as real estate before 

settling on a career in church business administration.  

The experience he gained from his previous careers 

has proven invaluable in his current position.  No one 

wants to think of the church as a business, and it’s not 

in the traditional sense, but there are certain aspects 

that need to be handled as a business.  

Jeff and his wife, Margie, met at Second-Ponce and 

have been married for 10 years. They moved to Evans 

in June to be nearer Margie’s work at Augusta 

University. They have a daughter, Eliza, who recently 

married Donald. The newlyweds currently live in the 

D.C. area but will be moving to Mexico in June for 

Donald’s first assignment with the State Department.  

Their son, Jack, is a freshman at the University of 

Georgia and is thoroughly enjoying his time there.  He 

is a member of Pi Kappa Alpha Fraternity. They also 

have a Havanese named Georgia who brings them lots 

of joy.
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become more than the sum of our parts. We find 

value in our differences and resonance in our 

similarities. Secondly, creative pursuits require the 

same things that community does that is to slow 

down and dig-in. You can’t rush beauty and 

nothing of true worth is easily done. While 

cultivating creative worship, you get to know 

people you might not have otherwise.

As Christians, we are created in the image of the 

Creator. We are made by our Maker to be makers. 

Even that foundational act was a collaborative 

effort as the Godhead says, “Let us make man in 

our image.” Finding community in the body of 

Christ through creative worship is the most 

life-giving, identity forging thing I have 

experienced. I encourage you to take a chance, 

reach out, give a little of yourself to one of the 

creative ministries here at FBC. Whether it is 

contemporary praise band and choir, the sanctuary 

choir and orchestra, or the production team, I 

assure you that you will receive much more than 

you give. We are a community of people who love 

Jesus, love each other and who have fun doing 

really cool stuff to glorify God!

Children’s Ministry

Augusta’s Preschool and Children’s Ministries.  It is 

literally created to partner the church and the family 

and make a greater influence in the life of your 

child.  It is why you see us giving families 

conversation- starters in the car and sending home 

verses to remember and more.  It is also why we 

have chosen to adapt our Children’s Ministry 

getaway slightly this year.  We are so excited our 

children will have the opportunity to connect with a 

parent and grow in their faith while having fun with 

all their church friends at Riverbanks Zoo this 

spring!  Check the web for more details.

We believe every child is made in the image of God 

and our Children’s Ministry leaders do an incredible 

job of helping them know this truth.  Our Sunday 

School leaders are on small teams, so they serve 

often pouring into our children and are consistent 

voices speaking into their lives.  Our Children’s 

worship team is vital to helping our children 

understand corporate worship on their level so they 

can grow in their own relationships with the Lord.  I 

am personally so grateful to serve with such 

dedicated men and women.  All year our Bible 

stories have been helping us understand God’s Epic 

Love Story.  Each month their lessons also help our 

children understand the 3 basic truths of our 

elementary ministry: I can trust God no matter 

what, I should treat others the way they want to be 

treated, and I can make a wise choice.  Thank you 

for sharing your children with us so we can partner 

together and help them know the everlasting, 

unconditional love of our heavenly Father. 
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