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On Sunday, February 5 at 5:30pm we are bringing 

back our Chili Cook Off Fundraiser. We’ll have a fun 

night enjoying a variety of chili flavors and spending 

time together around the table. We’ll also have a 

silent auction for prizes such as gift baskets, lessons, 

services, and other great gifts offered by FBC church 

members. There will be a live dessert auction for 

cakes and other baked goods made by a few of our 

incredible bakers! All proceeds from the Chili 

Cookoff will go towards our youth ministry here at 

FBC Augusta. This will be a fun night together, and 

we hope that all of you will make plans to join us and 

to support our students.

As of November 30, 2022, tithes, offerings and other 

gifts totaled $2,572,982 against a budget of 

$2,750,005. Our expenses through November were 

$2,655,000. resulting in a negative balance of 

$82,018 year-to-date.

Please visit us at DiscoverFBC.org/give to learn 

about the various ways to financially support the 

on-going ministries and mission activities of the 

church.

Financial
Snapshot

BEGINNING WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 11
Women’s Wednesday Morning Bible Study “Jude 
Contending for the Faith in Today’s Culture” by Jackie 
Hill Perry - Led by Pauline Wickens 
9:30 to 11:30am, MAC
 
Parenting Seminar “Parenting Through the Phases” 
- Led by Martha Kate Hall 
6:00 to 7:00pm, Adult Building, Caring Coed 
Classroom

Re/Engage Marriage Study - Led by Justin Woelk 
6:00 to 7:30pm, MAC, Game Room

Coed Wednesday Night Bible Study “Transformed” by 
Chip Ingram - Led by Laurel Landon 
6:00pm, Adult Building

Pastor’s Bible Study - Led by Will Dyer 
6:00pm, Chapel

BEGINNING THURSDAY, JANUARY 12
Companions in Christ: Embracing the Journey       
- Led by Melissa Willis 
10:00 to 11:30 am, Daniel Buidling

BEGINNING SUNDAY, JANUARY 22
An Invitation to a Journey 
- Led by Jim Walls and Len Collins
5:00pm, Adult Building

BEGINNING WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1
Women’s Book Club “Get out of Your Head: Stopping 
the spiral of Toxic Thoughts” by Jennie Allen 
- Led by Rebecca Elkin
6:00 to 7:00pm, Adult Building

BEGINNING IN 2023
Bible Studies

Small Group Study “Embracing the Journey” 
JANUARY 12  |  10:00 AM
$8.00/book  

Narroway Dinner Theatre- Fort Mill, SC- “Jesus the 
Teacher”
JANUARY 21  |  9:00 am
Dinner Theatre Ticket & Bus Price $100/Person
Must be registered and paid for by January 8th

Senior Adult Lunch
JANUARY 23  |  11:30 am
$15.00/person

Imperial Theater- Augusta Players presents “Joseph 
and the Amazing Technicolor Dream Coat”
FEBRUARY 26  |  3:00 pm
$48.00/Ticket 
No transportation provided
Must be registered and paid for by January 8th

To register for all events contact 
echao@fbcaugusta.org or call 
706-733-2236 ext. 204

SENIOR ADULT EVENTS
Upcoming

Chill Cook Off

Sunday

Over the past year, I have thoroughly enjoyed and 
valued the small groups who have participated in the 
Invitation to a Journey study. For those who are not 
aware, the study offers people the opportunity to dive 
deeper and ask the hard questions about their life and 
faith. It challenges us to consider what it is that we are 
(or are not) doing to continue to grow our relationship 
with Christ. As each study ends, I have heard a consis-
tent theme or question—what do we do next? As a 
church, what do we offer those we want to continue 
this journey of greater depth and meaning?

In my previous minis-
try, one of the greatest 
opportunities offered 
to students was that of 
accountability groups. 
Not many participated. 
But those who 
did—wow! It truly 
made a difference in 
their spiritual growth. 
The reason few partici-

pate is because it causes people to question and 
address their behavior as an outcome of what they say 
they believe. It is not another Bible study. It is not 
worship. It is not missions. It is brothers and sisters in 
Christ confessing to one another. Sharing their hopes 
of how they can change their lives to look a little more 
like Jesus. Encouraging and praying for one another in 
the journey. Holding one another accountable through 
the shared love of God.

Somebody reading this article right now is yearning 
for that type of gathering. You know it is what you 
need, but you’ve never known how to start. And that’s 
the support I want to offer you. Let’s work together to 
identify the 4-5 friends who will commit to account-
ability. Let’s identify a format that will best fit your 
gathering. And decide how often you should meet. 
Ultimately, let’s begin—one small group at a time—to 
challenge ourselves and our church to begin living out 
what we say we believe.

Do you want more in your relationship with Christ? It’s 
time!

To continue the conversation, please contact me at 
jwalls@fbcaugusta.org. Also, we are offering another 
small group for Invitation to a Journey on Sunday 
evenings at 5PM, starting January 22nd.

It’s Time for More

Jim Walls
Associate Pastor

I don’t know of any parent who has not 

experienced difficult moments while raising 

children. Each phase of development comes with 

new challenges and struggles. Each phase also 

comes with new opportunities for growth and 

moments of making memories. Did you know there 

are approximately 936 weeks in a child’s life from 

birth to high school graduation? Whatever phase 

your child is in right now will go by faster than you 

think. With that in mind, we want to be sure we are 

making every moment count. When you invest in 

your child every week, you are giving them a 

relational and emotional history that sets them up 

for the right kind of future. This work of parenting 

is best accomplished when we surround ourselves 

with others who are walking the same path. It is my 

hope that this community can be found within the 

FBC Augusta church family.

 

I want to invite those of you with children of all 

ages to join a special study beginning Wednesday, 

January 11 at 6:00 pm. This 6-week study titled, 

“Parenting Through the Phases,” will help you 

leverage your time effectively during each phase 

of your child’s life. The goal of this study is to help 

you use your time to equip your child with 

valuable, emotional building blocks, and to help 

you have critical 

conversations about 

important topics. Although 

we each have different 

parenting experiences, we can 

find support with one another 

through this stage of life.

 

As you begin the new year, I hope you will join me 

as we commit to more intentional time with our 

children in each phase of their lives. Come be a 

part of this community of faith in an intentional 

way as we seek to learn with and from one 

another.  We do ask that you register for this study 

through the church website. Childcare and 

Wednesday night programming will be provided 

for children of all ages. I am looking forward to 

learning along with you.

Have you wanted the opportunity to explore and 

deepen your relationship with Jesus in a small group 

setting? Have you wanted to learn and discover new 

ways of exploring who God is and how God works in 

and around you? This 5 week study will help you to 

begin this exploration of discovery.

Embracing the Journey: The Way of Christ focuses 

on an exploration of spiritual formation as an 

individual and corporate journey toward wholeness 

and holiness through the grace of God. 

We will meet on Thursday mornings for 5 weeks. We 

will begin on Thursday January 12 and finish on 

February 9th. We will meet from 10 am to 11:30 am. I 

will be facilitating this spiritual formation study. 

“When I did this study with my colleagues early in 

my ministry career it was a transformative growth 

time for me, and I look forward to sharing in the 

experience again with you.” 

Please register by January 5th 

with Elizabeth Chao echao@fbcaugusta.org. 

Each participant book costs $8.00
Martha Kate Hall

Minister to Preschool & Families

THROUGH THE PHASES
Parenting

Melissa Willis,
Minister to Senior Adults & Missions

excited about all that God is going to do over the 
coming year, it wouldn’t be right if I didn’t pause and 
give thanks to God for each one of you. Because of 
your faithfulness and generosity, we ended the year 
with energy and excitement. I am proud to be the 
pastor of such an amazing group of people.

How many of you make New Year’s resolutions? 
I was shocked to find that according to one study, 
60% of Americans will make resolutions for 2023. 
What I was not shocked to find is that the number one 
thing people want to do in the new year is “get in 
shape”. No doubt, this is a noble goal. When we are 
healthier as individuals, then we naturally lead richer 
and more fulfilling lives. So, as the new year gets 
underway, people of all shapes and sizes will commit 
to certain practices that help them meet the goals 
that they set. There are certain bench mark practices 
that we know lead to better health. We know we 
should exercise. We know we should eat more fruits 
and vegetables. We know we should get seven to 
eight hours of sleep. When we make these habits part 
of our routine, then we know we are on the way to 
success. 

I don’t know if you have thought about this fact, but 
being a disciple of Jesus follows a pretty similar track 
to being a person who is healthy and in good shape. 
Both take commitment and discipline. If you want to 
follow Jesus well in 2023, there are a few essential 
things that you need to commit to in your life. While I 
could spend the entirety of this edition of the 
Discovery writing to you about the habits of the heart 
that help you follow Jesus well, I am not going to take 
up that much space. Instead, I am going to invite you 
to join me for a new series that will begin on January 
8th. Over the course of four weeks, we are going to 
take a deep dive into the different ways that you can 
ensure the new year is your best year as you live out 
the Jesus way. Alongside our sermon series, we are 
preparing a slate of Wednesday night classes that will 
also better equip you to become a better follower of 
Jesus over the next twelve months. You can learn all 
about those opportunities by visiting our website, 
discoverfbc.org. 

With the remainder of my space, I did want to take a 
moment and thank each of you for making 2022 such 
an amazing year for FBC. While I am incredibly 

Dear Church,Dear Church,

Grace and Peace,
Will Dyer, Senior Pastor


