
The Youth Minister Search 
Committee is excited to  

present to you Matt Hester, 
our recommendation to serve 

as our next  
Minister to Students. 

Matt is originally from Fort Payne, 

Alabama. In 2012, he graduated 

from Samford University located 

in Birmingham, Alabama with an 

undergraduate degree in  

Business Management. He  

received his Master of Divinity 

degree from the McAfee School 

of Theology in Atlanta, GA. Matt 

currently serves as the Minister to 

Youth and College at First Baptist Church in Clemson, SC. 

Prior to arriving in Clemson, Matt served as the Associate 

Pastor of Youth and Missions at Parkway Baptist Church in 

Duluth, Georgia. 
 

Matt is married to Courtney, who is a first-grade teacher, 

and they have a 4-year-old daughter, Ellie Blake, a 1-year-

old son, Everett, and a golden retriever, Tucker. 
 

In addition to ministry, Matt is also a competitive disc  

golfer who participates in tournaments across the  

southeast. Matt is a born-and-raised fan of the Alabama 

Crimson Tide. Roll Tide! He and his family enjoy doing just 

about anything outside. Whether it’s riding bikes, hiking, or 

going for a swim, the Hester crew is always up for an  

adventure.  

Even very early in the search process, Matt 
stood out for his very specific call to minister 
to youth and their families, and his depth of 
experience at doing that really well. Matt is 
committed not only to serving the Church, 
but also to reach, serve, and enrich the 
community outside the church, aligning well 
with FBC Augusta's vision. He comes with 
the ability to plan and orchestrate a  
large-group youth ministry program, but also 

the capacity to connect with youth and their families on a more personal 
level. We are so excited to welcome Matt and his family into our church 
family, and feel convinced that he is the right person at the right time for 
our church. - Christopher Messer, Committee Chair 
 

I have had several youth ministers in my time at First Baptist Church  
of Augusta and I think Matt is who we need right now. His passion and  
energy for youth ministry is what stuck out to me right from the  
beginning. He truly cares about seeing kids grow into their faith. 
- Andrew Elkin 
 

Matt blends teaching with practice and believes in getting our kids into 
the community through frequent mission work.  He is also very  
intentional in helping youth understand how to apply God’s love with  
situations that youth face in their daily lives. I know both middle and high 
school students will love Matt, and I can’t wait for you to meet him!  
- Jennifer Huston 
 

From the very first Zoom meeting we had with Matt, it was clear to see 
his passion for youth ministry. His focus on worship, service, fellowship, 
and building relationships truly shined as we got to know him  
better.  Not only will our youth ministry be blessed by his service but  
also FBC Augusta will be blessed as well. - Mimi Tom 
 

Matt Hester is one of the best young ministers in our network. He brings 
a hope for students and families to know Jesus and to find their place in 
the church. Matt is gifted with the ability to communicate with students, 
understand ministry systems to best engage ministry teams, and lead 
towards the future. His family is a solid support system for him. I am  
excited to see Matt join the wonderful ministerial team of FBC Augusta.  
- Jamie Mackey, Minister to Students, FBC Huntsville 
 

Matt Hester served on our staff as Minister to Students while in  
seminary and then as full time Associate Pastor after graduation. In both 
capacities he went far beyond the expectations of his job description to 
minister in meaningful ways to the entire congregation. You will find him 
to be mature beyond his years, capable in all areas of ministry, and a 
hard worker who is deeply committed to Christ and the Church. I could 
not ask for a better co-worker or friend than Matt.- James M. King,  
retired pastor, Parkway Baptist Church, Duluth, GA 


