
As of July 31, 2021, tithes, offerings, and other 
income for the year totaled $1,518,422 towards our 
revised 2021 budget of $2,866,127.  Our expenses 
through July 31st totaled $1,513,604 leaving a 
balance of $4,818 of income over expenses.

Please visit us at DiscoverFBC.org/give to learn 
about the various ways to financially support the 
on-going ministries and mission activities of the 
church.
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I think my favorite letter in the New Testament is 

Paul’s letter to the church at Philippi. In contrast to 

so many of his writings, where Paul is addressing 

misunderstandings and misinterpretations of the 

Gospel, Philippians is a short note of thanksgiving 

and gratitude where Paul’s words are 

overwhelmingly filled with joy. At the very beginning 

of the letter, he says to the church, “I thank my God 

every time I think of you! I always pray with joy, 

whenever I pray for you all, because of your 

partnership in the Gospel from the first day until 

now.” (1:3-5)

Last week, I was in conversation with someone who 

is a part of FBC Augusta and the conversation 

consisted mostly of small talk, catching up on life 

and how our kids are doing in school. It was the 

type of conversation that I have come to love, 

because it is in the small details where you find out 

the most important things about others. Just as we 

were winding down and preparing to go our 

separate ways, my friend stopped me and said, 

“Will, I just want you to know how thankful I am for 

you to be our pastor. I pray for you every day.” I was 

floored. Those two sentences of kindness changed 

the entire tenor of my evening. To know that you are 

appreciated and prayed for is a beautiful thing. It is 

something that Paul understood when he wrote the 

letter to the Philippians. It is something my friend 

understood when we sat and chatted about life. 

So, in this edition of the Discovery, I simply want you 

to know that I am thankful for you. To each and 

every one of you who calls the First Baptist Church 

of Augusta your home, I thank God every time I 

think of you! To all the women who filled our 

adult building for Bible Study on Wednesday 

morning, I pray with joy for each of you. To the 

young families that raise your children with the 

love and grace of Jesus Christ, I pray that you 

will continue on the incredible path you are on 

with your family. I could go on and on, but I 

think you get the point. Every time that I think 

about our church, where I am so blessed to be 

the pastor, I give thanks to God. 

As we follow Jesus Christ, it is my hope that we 

will be a people of joy and thanksgiving. As you 

go throughout the month of September, I hope 

you will let someone know just how thankful you 

are that they are a part of your life. 

Dear Church,Dear Church,

September 5:  Matthew 5:27-37

September 12:  Matthew 5:38-48

September 19:  Matthew 6:1-6

September 26:  Matthew 6:7-15

Grace and Peace,
Will Dyer, Senior Pastor



Of all the wonderful youth trips that we do here at 
First Baptist Church, I must say that Fall Advance is 
my favorite. This short but impactful retreat is a 
perfect moment to renew and refocus after the 
initial blitz of school and activities. I especially love 
how Augusta youth get to travel to the mountains 
and experience an early taste of Fall weather… 
some days if not weeks before it arrives here. It’s 
always such a thrill for them to be able to wear 
jeans and a sweatshirt as they feel the cool air for 
the first time in a while! The worship times are 
amazing as we sing together, learn about God’s 
plan for our lives, and spend that important time 
afterwards in our Family Groups where we share 
about what God is doing! Of course, the weekend 
is also filled with fun and engaging game times 
that are inevitably accompanied with lots of 
energy and laughter! The only problem with this 
weekend is that it’s gone in a flash! The time to get 
back on the bus and head back home is always too 
soon, but it never fails that we leave more united 
and excited for the rest of the year! 
 
I hope every youth will be present for this 
wonderful experience October 9 – 11 at Bonclarken 
Retreat Center. I also hope every youth will reach 
out and invite a friend to come along and be a 
part. It’s a great opportunity to be a minister to a 
friend and include them in our wonderful student 
ministry here at First Baptist Church. Our sign-up 
information is already up at 
www.discoverfbc.org/students as well as in the 
church office.  Sign up soon because the price 
increases as the date nears and spots are limited. 
I cannot wait to share this important time with 
you all.

Have you ever thought to yourself, if I could just take a 
hot shower, I would feel more like myself?  For too many 
of our neighbors, this is not an option in their daily lives.  
Psalm 23 says, "He leads me beside still waters, he 
refreshes my soul."  This verse embodies the mission of 
Project Refresh Inc. as it seeks to provide access to a 
mobile shower unit for those in our area who may not 
know when or where their next shower will come. 

Our own Tracy Showman is a founding board member 
of this mission to help meet the needs of the homeless 
in our community. And it is a great joy to hear her story 
of how God nudged her to see a need in the community 
and strive to meet that need with the love of Christ by 
providing hope, one shower at a time. Project Refresh is 
raising funds to build a shower trailer and purchase a 
truck capable of towing the mobile unit. Startup costs 
of this alone are at least $75,000. We invite you in the 
month of September to support this missional effort. 
You can make contributions through the Green 
Envelope or go to our website Give page and select the 
item called Project Refresh. 

And you are invited into more. The name of this 
endeavor includes the word refresh. We are inviting all 
members in the life of our congregation into how we 
might be refreshed and renewed to serve in God’s 
Kingdom work. You can do that through volunteering 
on campus to support our ministries or find ways to 
partner with us in other missional endeavors. For more 
information, visit our website and click on the Serve tab. 

Our prayer is that our eyes and ears are open to the 
possibilities all around us of ways we can join in God’s 
good work in our community and beyond.

SEPTEMBER 24 - 26, 2021
FCCLA Camp, Covington, GA

Cost per camper is $130.00

Registration closes Sept. 15

Contact Leah Galey: lgaley@fbcaugusta.org

David Hughes,
Minister to Students
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Welcome Justin Woelk, Director of Young Adults 
and Young Marrieds.

Beginning September 1st, Justin Woelk becomes 
part of our ministry team serving as the Director of 
Young Adults and Young Marrieds. Justin comes to 
us with 10 years of ministry experience, ranging 
from students, college, small groups, marriage 
counseling and leading an online campus. He served 
with the North American Mission Board for two 
years with the SEND Conference team. Justin has a 
Masters of Christian Leadership from Dallas 
Theological Seminary. He and his wife, Kristyn, have 
fostered four children. He grew up and spent most 
of his life in Metro Atlanta until he and his family 
moved to Evans one year ago.  He enjoys coffee, 
running, woodworking and is a big Georgia Bulldog 
fan. 

In this role, Justin will provide leadership in ministry 
with those from their early 20’s through early 30’s, 
encompassing a time of life from single adults to 
those married with preschoolers. The funding of this 
position was made possible through the Mission 
Development Council (MDC) and contributions 
through our missions giving (the Green Envelope). 
MDC voted to make a two-year commitment in a 
missional endeavor to reach young adults in our 
community in hopes of leading them to connect to 
Christ and our community of faith. 

We look forward to Justin serving alongside us as 
we work to reach an important group of people in 
our community.

Staff Spotlight


